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Synopsis

Former President George H.W. Bush, revealed through his letters and writings from 1941 to 2010, is
a ceworth its weight in golda |a valuable update of the life of an honorable American leadera «

(>).a ceWho knew that beneath George Busha ™s buttoned-up propriety pulsed the warm heart of a
prolific and occasionally poetic writer with a wacky sense of humor?a « (>) Though reticent in public,
George Bush openly shared his private thoughts in correspondence throughout his life. This
collection of letters, diary entries, and memos is the closest wea ™Il ever get to his
autobiography.Organized chronologically, readers will gain insights into Busha ™s career
highlightsa "the oil business, his two terms in Congress, his ambassadorship to the UN, his service
as an envoy to China, his tenure with the Central Intelligence Agency, and of course, the vice
presidency, the presidency, and the post-presidency. They will also observe a devoted husband,
father, and American. Ranging from a love letter to Barbara and a letter to his mother about missing
his daughter, Robin, after her death from leukemia to a letter to his children written just before the
beginning of Desert Storm, this collection is remarkable for Bushd ™s candor, humor, and
poignancy. a ceAn unusual glimpse of the private thoughts of a public figurea ¢ (>), this revised
edition includes new letters and photographs that highlight the Bush familyd ™s enduring legacy,
including letters that cover George W. Bush& ™s presidency, 9/11, Bush senioréd ™s work with
President Clinton to help the victims of natural disasters, and the meaning of friendship and family. >
a cewill shed more light on the mana ™s personal character and public persona than any memoir or

biography coulda « (>).
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Customer Reviews

As a collector of presidential biographies and memoirs, without a doubt All the Best by George Bush
is the finest, most genuine, most personal look into the life of a President that | have ever
encountered. The Bush letters, diary entries, official memoranda, and other sources cited offer the
reader a "window on the soul" of our 41st President, and reveal a strength, an unrelenting decency,
and an advanced sense of humor that many never knew existed (because the national media

couldn’t understand it). All the Best is a great book from one of the 20th Century’s great statesmen.

In an era where politicians are looked upon with a great deal of contempt and are portrayed
(sometimes rightfully so) as cold and heartless, along comes a book to buck the trend. President
Bush opens himself up to the reader to get a glimpse of his thoughts and the events going on
around him. It is very revealing in parts, and generally shows his maturation and perhaps some
change in perspective as the years progress. Pres. Bush does not hide the fact that he is an
emotional man, and that is expressed very well in this book. One can’t help but be touched by the
humor, sadness, insightful opinion, and lightheartedness this collection of letters encompasses. Fair
warning to those expecting a book that is "wonkish" in policy and serious reading: this is not that
kind of book. Nor does it pretend to be, and that's what makes it enjoyable. If you were expecting
more serious material from President Bush, | suggest you try "A World Transformed", which he
co-authored with Gen. Brent Scowcroft. All in all, "All The Best..." is a nice read, and should appeal

to a wider audience than most memoir/autobiographical pieces from our political figures.

This is an intriguing and enticing look at former President George Bush through five plus decades of
letters and diaries. The writings demonstrate that Mr. Bush’s personal life mirror his public
demeanor as a quiet, uncomplicated individual who strongly believes in family values. The entries
include impressions of world leaders of the past two decades, adding to the interest.Anyone seeking
dirty laundry and partisan politics needs to skip this memoir. Instead, Mr. Bush treats everyone
except the nagging press as a friend. The book serves as a refreshing look inside the guts of the
former President as well as how he perceived some of his colleagues and events on the world
stage. Fans of autobiographies, the American presidency, and American history will gain much
pleasure from this memoir that is much more interesting than the sanitized version of greatness that

many of the modern day autobiographies present. Mr. Bush shows his pride of simply being Mr.



Bush.Harriet Klausner

Unlike biographies and autobiographies which allow time to alter the perspective of events in the
mind of the author, reading about George H.W. Bush’s life through his letters and diary entries
allows one to see events from the perspective Bush saw them as they were happening. | found this
to be a refreshing approach to a life many may find in contradiction. | was in high school during the
Bush presidency and watched, in amazment, the world as | knew it, change right before my eyes.
While this book may not provide a look at the "real" George Bush (can any book really do that?), it
does provide a glimpse into, perhaps, what it was that helped him steer us through those world
changing events and make us a stronger country.Many of us know someone that is a letter writer
who, for them any reason to write a letter is a good one. It quickly becomes clear that George Bush
is one of those people. Most of the letters and diary entries are heartwarming and reveal a strong,
kind and patriotic person with a soft heart who tries to keep his priorities straight, despite the
pressures that come from the life he chose. While some of the letters are a little dry, there are many
which will lighten your spirit and wet your eyes. But most of all, they demonstrate what kind of heart
a leader should have and renew ones faith that there people in government who, for good or bad,

are trying to do their best to make decisions which will benefit our country and its citizens.

| really enjoyed this book (which | received as a gift). In short, what you get are the letters of a good
decent man. | found it insightful, particularly in an age where we communicate via short terse
emails. As expected, Bush haters will hate it and Bush lovers will love it. | fall somewhere in the
middle, but have concluded that if | ever got the chance to recast my vote in the Bush-Clinton

affair..this time | would side with George (sorry bubba) Character does matter.

In his letters former president George Bush shows us a great deal about who he is as a person, the
nature of his character. We find a very gentle, articulate man with a deep sense of courage. These
are shown in the two letters which stand out in my mind as | write this. The first is a tender letter
about the death of his child, Robin. In it he shows himself to be a man who feels deeply, but also a
man who has used his grief to grow into a compassionate person rather than one who is bitter.
Another letter which showed me much about who this man really is was a letter he wrote in
response to criticism he had received regarding what was viewed by one person, who had lost a
loved one, as a cold and insincere attitude at the memorial service. His kindness and willingness to

apologize for behavior which to me seemed to have been both appropriate and sincere said much



about a man who is comfortable enough with himself to be humble in the true definition of that word.
The letters in this book are interesting and uplifting. They gave me a sense of faith in this country’s
potential for great leaders.Eizabeth Skoglund author of Divine Recycling: Living Above Your

Circumstances
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